
1. All arguments with all true premises and a true conclusion are always deductive.

a. True 

*b. False 

2. In a valid deductive argument the conclusion follows necessarily from the premises.

*a. True 

b. False 

3. An inductive argument is one in which it is impossible that the conclusion is false given that the premises are true.

a. True 

*b. False 

4. A formal fallacy is one that can be detected by examining the form of an argument.

*a. True 

b. False 

5. "A rock climber is a person. Therefore, a bad rock climber is a bad person," is an example of an informal fallacy.

*a. True 

b. False 

6. The conclusion of an argument is the statement that sets forth the reasons or evidence.

a. True 

*b. False 

7. An argument is a series of connected statements (the premises) that are intended to establish (or prove) another statement (the conclusion)

*a. True 

b. False 

8. If an argument has all true premises, then it is sound.

a. True 

*b. False 

9. A deductive argument can have a false conclusion.

*a. True 

b. False 

10. A deductively valid argument that is sound can have a false conclusion.

a. True 

*b. False 

11. Which of the following is a formal fallacy?

*a. If cats are smarter than dogs, then cats can read. Cats can read. Therefore, cats are smarter than dogs.

b. There are more laws on the books than ever before, and more crimes are being committed than ever before. Therefore, to reduce crime we must eliminate the laws.

c. Of course humans and apes evolved from common ancestors. Just look at how similar they are.

d. Clearly terminally ill patients have a right to doctor-assisted suicide. After all, many of these people are unable to commit suicide by themselves.

12. Pick out the valid deductive argument.

a. P1: Ninety percent of the nurses in St. Luke's hospital are women. P2: Anderson is a nurse in that hospital. C: Therefore, it probably follows that Anderson is a woman.

b. P1: There are fifty pebbles in the box. P2. Forty-five of the pebbles in the box are blue, and five are red. C: Therefore, the next pebble drawn from the box will be blue.

c. P1: All banks are financial institutions. P2: Wells Fargo is a financial institution. C: Therefore, Wells Fargo is a bank.

*d. P1: The sky over the ocean is purple. P2: If the sky over the ocean is purple, then pigs can fly. C: Therefore, pigs can fly.

13. Pick out the inductive argument.

a. Since Moby Dick was written by Shakespeare, and Moby Dick is a science-fiction novel, it follows that Shakespeare wrote a science fiction novel.

b. The longest river in South America is the Amazon, and the Amazon flows through Brazil. Therefore, the longest river in South America flows through Brazil.

c. Since Winston Churchill was English, and Winston Churchill was a famous statesman, we may conclude that at least one Englishman was a famous statesman.

*d. Around 90 % of the meteorites found so far are composed of silicate minerals. Therefore, the next meteorite to be found will probably be composed of silicate minerals. 

14. Which of the following is an informal fallacy?

a. If philosophy is important, then students take this class. Students take this class. Therefore, philosophy is important.

b. All doctors are smart. All chess players are smart. Therefore, all doctors are chess players.

*c. People have been trying for centuries to disprove the claims of Astrology, and no one has ever succeeded. Therefore, we must conclude that the claims of Astrology are true.

d. Rex is a dog. Rex has a tail. Therefore, Rex's tail is the tail of a dog.

15. The two features of a good argument are:

a. True premises, true conclusion

b. Valid, true conclusion

*c. True premises, logically strong

d. Valid, logically strong

16. A deductive argument is:

a. one in which it is improbable that the conclusion is false given that the premises are true.

*b. one in which it is impossible for the conclusion to be false given that the premises are true.

c. one in which all of the premises are true, but the conclusion is false.

d. one in which all of the premises are true and the conclusion is also true.

17. An inductive argument that has true premises and is logically strong is:

a. Sound

*b. Cogent

c. Valid

d. Strong

18. What does the word 'premise' refer to?

Correct Answer(s):
a. The premises are the statements that set forth the reasons or evidence. 

19. What does it mean for an argument to be inductive? (State the definition)

Correct Answer(s):
a. An inductive argument is one in which it is improbable that the conclusion is false given that the premises are true. 

20. Why is an understanding of logical arguments important in studying (or "doing") philosophy?  Explain briefly in your own words.

Correct Answer(s):
a. When we do philosophy, we examine the arguments and claims made by philosophers. We build are own arguments in support or in disagreement. 


